The last year was a good one for The Journal of General Physiology . The number of submitted articles grew by 50%, and the median time from initial manuscript submission to publication was reduced to six months. Thanks to diligent efforts in the editorial office and at The Rockefeller University Press the number of manuscripts in review, under revision, or in press has been reduced to one half of the number received in a year. These accomplishments could not have been brought about without continued support from our referees, who still provide the constructively critical reviews that always have been a hallmark of The Journal , but now with a reduced turnaround time. We are most appreciative of their efforts, which are critical for the further evolution of The Journal .
for hypothesis-driven studies of higher-order biological function. The interpretation of such studies depends upon the usual caveats -and the results may be unexpected, as when the mutation (or knockout) of an important protein leads to no apparent change in phenotype. Each new experimental model is a new organism, however, which may develop differently and have different adaptive characteristics than those of the wild-type parents. It therefore is imperative to undertake detailed investigations into how the genetic manipulation affects the function of the organism as a whole and, most importantly, of how the animal is able to adapt to experimental manipulations. By analogy with the lessons from cystic fibrosis and hyperkalemic periodic paralysis, fundamental insights are likely to depend upon quantitative studies of biological function. The Journal of General Physiology welcomes such studies that elucidate biological, chemical, or physical mechanisms of broad physiological significance.
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